
 
 
 

 
 
 

Irving K. Barber British Columbia Scholarship Society 
International Scholarship Programs 

Purpose and Objectives 
 

 

Through the use of annual returns on a $13 million endowment provided by the Province of 
British Columbia, the Irving K. Barber British Columbia Scholarship Society (IKBBCSS) 
administers the One World suite of international scholarships designed to assist students to 
participate in academic and work related study programs outside of Canada.  In delivering the 
program, the Society hopes to encourage students who are intellectually curious and are 
interested in expanding their educational experiences while at the same time developing a 
globally literate citizenry and workforce for BC. 
 
One World Scholarships are awarded on a competitive basis to students who demonstrate a 
combination of strong academic achievement and community involvement along with clearly 
defined career and educational goals.  Students are selected from across the province with the 
program designed to recognize and address the unique challenges that rural and remote students 
face in securing international educational experience. 
 
One World Scholarships provide funds for students pursuing part of their post-secondary studies, 
internships, work experiences, or other approved experiential learning opportunities overseas.  
Both short and longer term programs are eligible including cultural or language courses outside of 
Canada and the United States. Several high-value scholarships (Premier’s) are also awarded 
annually to a number of particularly meritorious undergraduate students in recognition of their 
capacity to become future community leaders.  
 
One World Scholarship applications are collected and adjudicated by the province’s 25 post-
secondary institutions.  In addition, top applicants are submitted by each institution to the Society 
to be considered for a high value (Premier’s) award. These recipients are selected by 
independent adjudication committees selected from all regions of British Columbia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

One World International Scholarship  
 

Eligible Overseas Programs 
 

To be eligible for a One World International Scholarship, you must be accepted into a study or work abroad program 
outside of Canada or the United States of America.  The program can be either: 

i) a formal part of your credential program at your  home institution OR carry academic credit recognized by your 
home institution; must be a minimum of 3 weeks in length.  Scholarships of $1,000 - $3500 ($5,000 - $10,000 
Premier’s Scholarship); 

ii) an experiential learning opportunity, typically less than 4 months in length, involving language acquisition 
and/or cultural training. (It is not necessary for the program to carry academic credit.) Scholarships of $1,000. 

 
 

Student Eligibility Requirements 
  

To qualify for a One World International Scholarship, you must meet the following requirements: 
• you are a Canadian citizen or permanent resident (landed immigrant); 
• you are a British Columbia resident, defined as having lived at an address in the province for at least 12 months 

prior to the scholarship application deadline; 
• you are enrolled in an academic program at a BC Public Post Secondary Institution leading to a credential that 

requires at least one year of full time study and have been accepted into an eligible study or work abroad program, 
as defined above; 

• you have achieved an academic standing suitable to an overseas study/work program, as determined by your post-
secondary institution; 

• you are able to demonstrate links between the study/work abroad experience you are pursuing and your education 
goals;  

• you have demonstrated some extra curricular involvement in your current educational institution and/or community; 
• you are not planning a study/work activity in a country from which you have immigrated within the past ten years; 
• you are able to begin your study term within twelve months of receiving notification of an award. 
• You plan to return to British Columbia after completing your studies abroad for further education and or work. 

 
 

Selection Criteria 
 
To receive a One World International Scholarship, your application should demonstrate: 

 
• academic achievement as well as non-academic accomplishments; 
• interest and involvement in your educational institution and/or community; 
• past experiences that relate how you will be successful in your studies abroad (e.g. independence, leadership, 

maturity, previous travel experience, familiarity with the language, cultural sensitivity); 
• a clear link between your proposed study/work abroad experience and your educational/career goals. 

 
Note: Preference will be given to students pursuing their first degree. 
 

 



 
One World International Scholarship – 2012 Application 
Scholarship Type (choose A or B) 
 
 
 A  My study/work abroad program is a minimum of three weeks in length and a formal part of the credential 

program in which I am currently enrolled. The program will grant academic credit recognized by my home 
institution. (Scholarships of $1,000 - $3,500) 
 

 I also wish to be considered for a Premier’s International Scholarship ($5,000 - $10,000), and meet 
the additional criteria below: 

• My study/work abroad program begins between May 2012 and April 2013 
• My study/work abroad program is a minimum of one semester in length 
• I have achieved a B+ or equivalent academic standing 

 

 B  My study/work abroad program is of any length and provides experiential learning opportunities involving 
language acquisition and/or cultural training. I will not necessarily receive academic credit for participating in 
the program. (Scholarships of $1,000) 
 

Required Documents  
  You must complete this application and submit it to the One World Scholarship representative at the 

institution you are currently attending together with the following attachments: 

         A completed cover letter form (see end of application) and typewritten personal statement not exceeding 
500 words that includes:  

• a description of your expected study/work abroad activity, what you expect to learn from this activity 
and how this award will help you meet your educational goals; 

• a description of the personal qualities and past experiences that you believe will ensure success in 
your overseas program; 

• details of your past/ongoing participation in community and/or institutional activities; 
• special achievements/recognitions you have obtained; 
• an outline of your academic and career goals. 

  Unofficial transcripts of all post-secondary studies to date, in British Columbia and elsewhere.  If 
submitting unofficial transcripts, official transcripts may be requested.  Official transcripts are required if you 
wish to be considered for a Premier’s Scholarship (see Scholarship Type A above). 

  You must enclose two reference forms (attached) - one from an academic reference (speaking directly to 
your academic abilities) and one from a non-academic reference (speaking to your volunteer or extra-
curricular activities).   These completed forms serve as character references for you and substantiate your 
claims about how this study/work abroad activity links with your educational goals and any participation in 
community and/or institutional activities. 

Personal Information 
Last Name  Social Insurance Number (SIN) 

                                 
 

First Name & Initials                                                                                                      Student Number 

                                 
Permanent Mailing Address  

                      
 

City/Town Province                                                                                          I am a Canadian Citizen  

                      
 

Postal Code Area Code Phone Number                             I am a BC resident  
                -               

                                                                                                                                         If applicable, country that you have 
E-mail (please print clearly)                                                                                          emigrated from _________________                                                                                                                          
___________________________________ 
   

http://www.bcscholarship.ca/representatives


 
Education 
 
Name of program at a BC Public Post Secondary Institution in which you are currently enrolled 
 

Institution Program  From 
 Year Month 

 To 
 Year Month 

         
 

       
 

 
Name of the study/work abroad program in which you are planning to take part. 
 

Institution/Organization Program  From 
 Year Month 

 To 
 Year Month 

         
 

       
 

         
 

       
 

 
 
Will you earn credits towards completion of your BC credentials through this overseas program?  Yes / No (circle one) How 
many? _______ 
 
 
Name of any study/work abroad programs in which you have previously taken part. 
 

Institution/Organization Program  From 
 Year Month 

 To 
 Year Month 

         
 

       
 

         
 

       
 

 



 

Community Involvement 
There are many different ways to make a contribution to a community and/or educational institution. The adjudication 
committee is particularly interested in any volunteer (unpaid) work, or work that is not a requirement for an academic 
credential, that you have done which would benefit from an enhanced international perspective. In some cases, family 
responsibilities, such as elder care or single parenting, may be considered a contribution to community. In other cases, 
involvement in sports, such as coaching, may also represent a strong contribution to school and/or community.  It is very 
important that referees verify your participation in these non-academic activities. 
 

List community, school involvement and/or leadership experience during the past 2-3 years: 

Name and type of community 
and/or school involvement 

Hours 
per 

Week 

Weeks 
per 

Year 

From 
   Year              Month 

To 
          Year          Month 

Type 

 (circle one) 

Name/type: 
 
Brief description of your duties: 
 
 
 
 

  

- - 
 

Volunteer 
Paid 

Part  of Academic Program 

Name/type: 
 
Brief description of your duties: 
 
 
 
 

  

- - 
 

Volunteer 
Paid 

Part  of Academic Program 

Name/type: 
 
Brief description of your duties: 
 
 
 
 

  

- - 
 

Volunteer 
Paid 

Part of Academic Program 

 
If particular circumstances prevented you from participating in your community or school, (for example, family 
responsibilities; location), please explain the reasons. List any other contributions (for example support of family members 
or friends) which you consider to be equal to formal volunteer activities. Your reference should confirm your role or 
responsibilities.  

 

 



 
Declaration 

I hereby apply for a One World International Scholarship and certify that the information given in this application is true 
and complete.  The Irving K. Barber BC Scholarship Society (the “Society”) and its agents are authorized to verify the 
information contained in this application and in any supporting documentation with my educational institution(s), referees 
and with other sources as may be necessary to verify its completeness and accuracy.   
 
I understand and agree that the information provided on and in association with this Application Form will be used and 
disclosed by the Society, and its agents, for the purposes of assessing my eligibility to receive a One World International 
Scholarship and for administering any award(s) offered to me through the One World International Scholarship program.   
The Society and its agents are subject to the BC Personal Information Protection Act and will deal with and safeguard my 
personal information pursuant to that Act.  My institution(s) may be subject to the BC Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act or the BC Personal Information Protection Act or other similar legislation and will deal with and 
safeguard my personal information as required by those Acts.  All documents submitted to the Society become the 
property of the Society.  

I hereby authorize my educational institution(s), referees and other individuals and organizations to disclose to the 
Society and/or its agents any of my personal information that might be reasonably required by the Society and/or its 
agents in the consideration of my One World International Scholarship application and to verify the completeness and 
accuracy of the information provided in support of my application.   
 
I understand that the Society relies on award recipients to assist in the promotion of its scholarship programs.  Therefore, 
should I be a successful applicant, I consent to the publishing of my name in support of the Society’s promotional efforts 
and to the sharing of my name with my post-secondary institution so that congratulations, materials and invitations to 
events recognizing my accomplishments can be sent to me.  

OR 
 I do not wish my name to be used for the Society’s promotional purposes. 

  SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT 

 
SIGN HERE 

PRINT NAME 

 
PRINT NAME HERE 

DATE              YEAR           MONTH      DAY 
    -- 

 
 

 
Application Process/Notification 
You should submit your completed application form and related materials to the One World Scholarship representative at 
your current BC post-secondary educational institution. For a current list of the One World Scholarship representatives, 
please go to: www.BCScholarship.ca/web/representatives. The deadline for applications is determined by your institution.  
 
Students who wish to be considered for the Premier’s International Scholarship (see Scholarship type A) must provide 
official transcripts.  If official transcripts are not available at the time you apply, unofficial transcripts can be submitted with 
your application; official transcripts must be submitted as soon as they are available.    
 
If you are not accepted for enrollment in the study/work abroad program detailed in your application, an awarded 
scholarship will not be issued. 
 
If you are unable to participate in the overseas program for which you have received an award, you must return any and all 
award funds paid to you.  
 
You will be notified of the results of your application by the institution through which they applied.  If you receive a 
scholarship, payments will be issued to you directly from the Irving K. Barber British Columbia Scholarship Society. 

Deferrals 
If a student wishes to defer his/her participation in the study/work abroad activity for which they have been awarded a 
scholarship, the student must apply to the Society for a formal deferral by contacting info@bcscholarship.ca or 250-381-
5532. 

mailto:info@bcscholarship.ca


 

Cover Letter Form (to be attached to Personal Statement) 
Describe the core of your current program of studies (program you are taking, the required courses and the electives you 
have chosen): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What country do you wish to study/work in, and why do you wish to study/work in this particular country? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What factors determined your choice of the international institution at which you have chosen to study/work? How will the 
program offered by this institution further your academic and career goals? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What is the language of study at the receiving institution and what is your level of competency with that language? 

 

 

 

 

 
Describe any other international or intercultural experiences you have had (including work, travel, exposure to other 
cultures in home country, etc.).  List any countries where you have previously participated in international education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Reference Form – Academic  
Instructions to applicants: 
 

Choose one academic referee who can speak directly to your academic abilities.  Send/give one copy of this form to your referee, asking 
them to provide the information indicated below.  Make sure the form is signed by your referee and returned to you in a sealed envelope, 
signed across the seal. 
 

Applicant’s Last Name  Applicant’s First Name & Initial(s) 

  
Referee’s Last Name                                                               Referee’s First Name   
          
Referee’s Relationship to Student 
 

Information for referees: 
 

The members of the adjudication committee rely heavily upon the recommendations and information provided to 
them by referees and the quality and accuracy of each reference is very important to the candidate's application.  
  
Referees will find information about the Irving K. Barber BC Scholarship Society’s international awards online at 
www.BCScholarship.ca 
 
 

1)  Describe the applicant’s academic accomplishments (i.e. student’s ranking in a class, participation, work ethic, 
etc).    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

2) Describe what you know of the applicants activities in general including personal life (including family obligations), 
involvement with peers, leadership roles taken, abilities, employment, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3) How long have you known the applicant and in what capacity? 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Referee Signature:   
 
 

Please return this form in a sealed envelope, signed across the seal, directly to the applicant named above. 

http://www.bcscholarship.ca/


 
Reference Form – Community Involvement  
Instructions to applicants: 
 

Choose one non-academic referee who can speak to your volunteer or extra-curricular activities in the community or at your educational 
institution.  Send/give one copy of this form to your referee, asking them to provide the information indicated below.  Make sure the form 
is  signed by your referee and returned to you in a sealed envelope, signed across the seal. 
 

Applicant’s Last Name  Applicant’s First Name & Initial(s) 

  
Referee’s Last Name                                                               Referee’s First Name   
          
Referee’s Relationship to Student 
 

Information for referees: 
 

The members of the adjudication committee rely heavily upon the recommendations and information provided to 
them by referees and the quality and accuracy of each reference is very important to the candidate's application.  
  
Referees will find information about the Irving K. Barber BC Scholarship Society’s international awards online at 
www.BCScholarship.ca 
 
 

1) Describe what you know of the applicant’s extra-curricular/volunteer activities.  What community activities did the 
applicant regularly and consistently participate in (e.g. coaching, working with children, working with volunteer 
organizations, driving multiple children to sporting activities, etc.): 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2) Describe what you know of the applicant’s activities in general including personal life (including family obligations), 
involvement with peers, leadership roles taken, abilities, employment, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3) How long have you known the applicant and in what capacity? 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Referee Signature:   
 
 
Please return this form in a sealed envelope, signed across the seal, directly to the applicant named above. 

 

http://www.bcscholarship.ca/
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